Jeanette Rundgren was happy working in a hot-dog stand in the city of Ronneby, a small town on the Swedish south-east coast. She was 18 and a career in modelling was the last thing on her mind. In fact, she got highly suspicious when photographer Peter Svenson lay eyes on her and wanted to do a test shot. She refused several times, but Peter kept coming back to the hot-dog stand.

– I instantly knew that she would be perfect for modelling, she had and still have something very mysterious and intriguing about her” says Peter.

Finally Jeanette gave in, and the test shot took her to Malmo, Sweden’s third largest city. After the test shot it wasn’t long before she made it to Milan and then there was no stopping her. She was hooked up with Elite Models in Denmark and Italy, met Eileen Ford in New York and worked in Japan, Greece and America. 

She has worked for Versace, YSL, Canon, Calvin Klein and numerous magazines, then there was of course Playboy, a “cool and exiting” experience. Playboy was however, very much like her stubbornness to modelling, nothing she had planned. She wasn’t pursuing to work with Playboy but got a call to meet them. The experience is not something she regrets, although she would not necessarily do it again, now being two years older. 

Born and raised on the countryside outside of Ronneby Jeanette is a country girl by heart and as such she has kept coming back home, despite the glamour of the modelling world. Her ties to the hometown remains strong and several times she has came home, decided to stay there and found a job. Then, with the passing of time, restlessness has got to her and she has packed her bags again. She has never lived in Milan or such but has travelled a great deal and travelling is what she likes the most about modelling. The worst part was the castings in Milan when young and new in the business. 

Today she is happy living in Malmo, she is occasionally working as a model and has recently been in the US working for Petit Peton and their advertising for their Italian high fashion, Cavalli, Claudio Merazzi and GianFranco Ferre shoes.

She stays in shape by going to the gym and her positive attitude is probably the key to her laid-back approach to the sometimes mad world of modelling: “Think positive, be happy and enjoy life,” is her recommendation.

